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My Les 8 


HAT your A 5 may be prepar d 
to receive, what I here preſume to 
lay before you, with the greater 
Candour, I ſincerely profeſs, that it 


8 not proceed from any. Prejudice; but 
from £tertain Reaſons, upon which 1 find my 


ſelf invincibly oblig d to differ from your Lord- 


To prevent all Suſpicion of my deſigning 
any thing injurious to your Lordſhip's Chara- 


cter, in this e J have prefix d what o- 
ſhou 


therwiſe, I 
Name to it. AP 

Your Lordſhip is repreſented as at the Head 
of 4 Cauſe, where. every Adverſary is ſure to 
be reproach d, either as a Furious Jacobite, or 
Popiſh Bigot, as an Enemy to the Liberty of 
his Country, and the Proteſtant Cauſe: Theſe 
hard. Names are to be expected, my Lord, 
from a Set of Men, who diſhonour your Lord- 
ſnip with their Panegyricks upon your Perfor- 


have choſen to cel. my 


mances; . whoſe Praiſes defile the Character 
they would adorn. 


When Dr. Snape repreſents your Lord ſhip as 
o Friend to the good Orders, and. neceſſary 


tations of the Church ; you complain of 
B - me 


. 
1 N 
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the ill Arts of an Adverſary, who ſets you 
out in falſe Colours, perverts your Words, on 
purpoſe to encreaſe his own Imaginary Tri- 
umphs. But, my Lord, in this, Dr. Snape only 
thinks with thoſe who would be counted your 
Beſt Friends; and would no longer be your 
Friends, but that they conclude, you have de- 

clar'd againſt the Authority of the Church. 
Does your Lordſhip ſuppoſe, that the 7----ds, 
the H. , the B. ts, would be at ſo 
much Expence of Time and Labour, to ju- 


ſtifie, commend and enlarge upon your Lord- 


ſhip's Notions, if they did not think you en. 


gag'd in their Cauſe ? There is not a Liber- 


tine, or Loofe Thinker in England, but he ima- 
gines you intend to diſſolve the Church as a 
Society, and are ready to offer Incence to 


your Lordſhip for ſo meritorious +a Deſign. 


Tt is not my Intention to reproach your Lord- 


ſhip with their Eſteem, or to involve you in 


the Guilt of their Schemes ; but to ſhew, that 
an Adverſary does not need any Malice to 


make him believe you no Friend to the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church, as a Regular Society, 
ſince your Greateſt Admirers every Day pub- 


liſh it by neceſſary Conſtruction to the World 
in Print. | 5 
After a Word or two concerning a' Paſſage 


in your Lordſhips Preſervative, 1 ſhall pro- 


ceed to conſider your Anſwer to Dr. Snape. 
Ia the 987% Page you have theſe we : 
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But when you are ſecure of your Integrity before 
God this will lead you ( as it ought all of us) 
not fo be afraid of the Terrors of Men, or the 
vain Words of Regular, and Uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſions, * Authoritative Benediftions, Exconmu- 
nications,---Nullity, or Validity of God's Ordi- 
nances ta the People up Account of Niceties and 
Trifles, or any other the like Dreams. 

My Lord, thus much muſt be imply d here: 
Be not afraid of the Terrors of Men, who 
would perſuade you of the Danger of being 
in this, or that Communian, and fright. you 
into particular Ways of worſhipping God, who 


r- | would make you believe ſuch Sacraments, and 


ſuch Clergy, are neceſſary to recommend you 
to his Favour. But theſe, your Lordſhip af- 
firms, we may contemn, if we are but ſecure 
ſof our Integrity. © ; 
So that, if a Man be not a Mypocrite, it 


in - [matters not what Religion he is of. This is a 


Propoſition of an Unfriendly Aſpect to Chri- 
ſtianity: But that ir is entirely your Lordſhip's, 
ſis plain from what you declare P. 90. That e- 
very one may find it in his own Conduct to be 
true, that his Title to God's Favaur cannot de- 
end upon his actual being, or continuing in any 
articular Method ; but upon his real Sincerity 
in the Conduct of his Conſcience. Again P. 91. 
The Favour of God follows Sincerity, conſidered 
as ſuch, and conſequently equally follows every 
equal Degree of Sincerity. So that, I hope, I 
B 2 have 


_ No 
have not wreſted your Lordſhip's Meaning, by 
ſaying, that according to theſe Notions, if a 
Man be not an Hypocrite, it matters not what 
Religion he is of. Not only ſincere Quakers, 
 . Ranters, Muggletonians, and Fifth Monarchy 
Nen, are as much in the Favour of God as any 
of the Apoſtles ; but like wiſe ſincere ems, Turks 
and Deiſts, are upon as good a Bottom, and as 
ſecure of the Favour of God, as the ſinceft̃eſt 
Chriſtian. FFF 
For your Lordſhip faith, it is Sincerity, as 
ſuch, that procures the Favour of God. If it 
be Sincerity, as ſuch, then it is Sincerity in- 
dependent and excluſive of any particular Way 
of Worſhip: And if the the Favour God equally 
follows every equal Degree of Sincerity, then 
it is impoſſible there ſhould be any Difference, 
either as to Merit or Happineſs, 'between a 
ſincere Martyr, and a ſincere Perſerutor; and 
he that burns the Chriſtian, if he be but i 
earneſt, has the ſame Title to a Reward for 
it, as he that is burnt for believing in 
"Chriſt. | Fre SOA BEES: oe, 
Your Lordſhip faith, you can't help it, if 
. People will charge you with * Evil Intention 
and Bad Views, I intend no ſuch Charge: 
But I wonder, your Lordſhip ſhould think it 
hard, that any one ſhould infer from theſe 
Places, that you are againſt the Intereſt of the 
Church of England. 2 Il 
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For, my Lord, cannot. the Quakers, Muggle- 
tonians, Deiſts, Presbyterians, aſſert you as much 
in their Intereſt as we can? Have you ſaid any 
thing for us, or done any thing for us in this 
Preſervative, but what you have equally done 
for them? Vour Lordſhip is ours, as you fill 
a Biſhoprick 2 but we are at a loſs to diſcover 


from this Diſcourſe, what other Intereſt we 


have in your Lordſhip: For you openly 
expoſe our Communion, and give up all the 
Advantages of it, by telling all ſorts of 
People, if they are but ſincere in their own 
Way, they are as much in God's Favour, as 
any Body elſe. Is this ſupporting our Intereſt, 


my Lord? 


Suppoſe a Friend of King George, ſhould 
declare it to all Britains whatever, that tho 
they were divided into five thouſand diflerent 
Parties, to ſet up different Pretenders; yet if 
they were but ſincere in their Deſigns, they 
would be as much in the Favour of God, as 
thoſe who are moſt firmly attachd to his 
Majeſty. Does your Lordſhip think ſuch 2 


one would be thought any great Friend to 


the Government? And, my Lord, is not this 
the Declaration you made as ta the Church of 
England 2 Have you not told all Parties, that 


their Sincerity is enough 2 Have you faid ſo 


much as one Word in Recommendation of our 
Communion > Or, if it was not for your 


Church. Character in the Title-Pages of this 


Diſcourſe, 
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Diſcourſe, could any one alive conceive what 


Communion you was of 2 Nay, a Reader that 


was a Stranger, would imagine, that he who 


will allow no Difference between Communi- 
ons, is himſelf of no Communion. Your 


Lordſhip, for ought I know, may act accord- 
ing to the ſtricteſt Sincerity, and may think it 


your Duty to undermine the Foundations of 
the Church. I am only ſurpriſed, that you 


| mould refuſe to own the Reaſonableneſs of 


fuch a Charge. Your Lordſhip hath cancell'd 
all our Qbligations to any particular Commu- 


nion, upon pretence of Sincerity. 


I hape, my Lord, there is Mercy in ſtore 
for all ſorts of People however erroneous in 


their Way of Warthipping God; but cannot 
believe that to be a ſincere Chriſtian, is tobe 


no more in the Favour of God, than to be a 


ſincere Deiſt, or ſincere Deſtroyer of Chriſti- 
ans. It will be allowd, that Sincerity is a 
neceſſary Principle of true Religion; and that 


without it, all the moſt ſpecious Appearances 


of Vertue arenothing worth : But ſtill, neither 
common Senſe, nor plain Scripture, will ſuffer 
me to think, that when our Saviour was on 


Earth they were as much-in the Favour of 
God, who ſincerely refuſed to be his Diſciples, 


and ſincerely. call'd for his Crucifixion, as 


thoſe who ſincerely left all and follow'd him. 


If they were, my Lord, where is that Bleſſed- 


neſs of Believing ſo often mentioned in the 
62 Scripture, 2 


* 


Serip ture ? Or Pu is the Hoppineſ of * 
Goſpel Revelation, .if they are as well who 
refuſe it ſincerely, 45 tlioſe who ande * 
with Integrity? 

Our Saviour declar d, that thoſe” who be2 


liev'd, ſhould be ſaved; but thoſe who believ'd % 


not, ſhould be damned. _Will your Lordſhip, 
ſay, that all Unbelievers were inſincere; ot 
that tho they were damned, they were yet 


in the ſame Favour of God, as thoſe who were 


ſaved ? 


| The Apoſtle aſſures us, that there i no other | 
Name under Heaven given unto Men, whereby 


| they can be ſaved, but Jeſus Chriſt. But your 


Lordſhip hath found out an Atonement, more 


univerſal than that of his Blood; and which 


will even make thoſe bleſſed and happy, who 


count it an u»boly Thing, For ſeeing it is Sin- 
cerity, as ſuch, that alone recommends us to 
the Favour of God, they who ſincerely per- 
ſſecute this Name are in ts good a Way, as 

thole that ſincerely worſhip it. Has God de- 
lar d this to be the only Way to Salvation ? 
How can your Lordſhip tell the World, that 


atisfaction? Is this all the Advantage of the 
oſpel Covenant, that thoſe who ſincerely 
ontemn it, are in as good a State without it, 
as thoſe that embrace it A 


incerity will fave them, be they in what Way 
they will? Ts this all the Neceſſity of Chriſt's ' 


4383 


. My Lord, ene! is no Aggravation of your 
| Meaning, If Sincerity, as ſuch, be the. -only 
13 that recommends us to God, and every 
equal Degree of it procures an-equal Degree 
of Favour? it is a Demonſtration, that Since- 
rity againſt Chriſt is as pleaſing to God, as 
Sincerity for hit. My Lord, this is a Do- 
ctrine which no Words can enough decry. So 
I ſhall leave it, to conſider, what Opinion St. 
Paul had of this kind of Sincerity. He did 


not think, When he perſecuted the Church, 
tho' he did it 7gn07antly, and in Unbelief, and 


out of Zeal towards God, that he was as much 


in the Favour of God, as when he ſuſſer d for 


Chriſt. 7 am the leaſt, ſaith he, of the. Apo- 
files, not fit to be called an 4 poſtle, becauſe 
perſecuted the Church of C ban. The Apoſtle 
does not ſcruple to charge himſelf with Guilt, 
notwithſtanding his Sincerit . 

A little Knowledge of Human Nature will 


teach us, that our Sincerity may be ofte 


charged with Guilt; not as if we wers guilty, 
becauſe we are ſincere ; but becauſe it may be 
our Fault that we are hearty and fincere in ſuc 
or ſuch ill. grounded Opinions. It may have 
been from ſome ill Conduct of our own, ſome Ir 
regularities, or Abuſe of our Faculties, that we 


_ > conceive things as we do, and are fix d in ſuch oi 


ſuch Tenets. And can we think ſo much ow 


ing to a Sincerity in Opinions, contracted b 
ill Habſts and guilty Behaviour 2 There arc 


ſeve 


„ 
feveral faulty Ways, by which People maß 
cloud and prejudice their Underſtandings, and 
throw themſelves into à very odd Way of 
thinking ; or for ſome cauſe or other, God may - 
ſend them. a ſtrang Deluſion, that they ſhould 
believe 4 Lie. And will your Lordſhip fay, 
that thoſe who are thus ſunk into Errors, it 
may be, thro' their own ill Conduct, or as 4 
Judgement of God upon them, are as much 
in his Favour as thoſe who love and adhere to 


che Truth. This, my Lord, is a ſhocking 


Opinion, and has given Numbers of Chriſti- 
ans great Offence, as contradicting common 
Senſe, and plain Scripture ; as ſetting all Re- 
ligion upon the Level as to the Favour of 


God 


The next thing, that according to your 
Lordſhip, we ought not to. be concerned at, is vain 
Words of Regular, and Uninterrupted Succeſſions, 
as Niceties, Trifles and Dreams. Thus much 
ſurely, is imply'd in theſe Words; that no kind 


Jof Ordination, or Miſſon of the Clergy, is of 
any , Conſequence or Moment to us. For if 


the Ordination need not be Regular, or deriv'd 


from thoſe who had Authority from Chriſt to 


Ordain, it is plain, that no particular kind of 


Ordination can be of any more Value than 
another. For no Ordination whatever, can 


have any worſe Defects, than as being Irre- 
gular, and not derived by a Succeſſion from 


1 Chriſt. So thit if theſe Circumſtances are to 


Cc be 


Ordinations, comes under the ſame Notion o 
| ther good alike, or trifling alike. So that Qa. 
your Lordſhip, have as much Reaſon. to thinkþþ 
Miniſters of Chriſt, as thoſe of the Epiſcopal 


(10) 
be look d on as 7 rifles and Dreams: All th 
Difference that can be ſuppoſed betwixt any 


Trifles and Dreams; and conſequently are ei. 
ters, Independents, Presbyterians, according to 
their Teachers as uſeful to them; and-as true 


Communion have to think their Teachers. 
For if Regularity of Ordination, and Uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion, be mere Trifles, and nothing; 
then all the Difference betwixt us and otherſpu 
Teachers, . muſt be nothing: For they canſbe 
difter from us in no other reſpects. So that, IA. 
my Lord, if Epiſcopal Ordination, derived 
from Chriſt, hath been contended for by theſis 


Church of England, your Lordſhip hath in thisÞh; 


Point deſerted her: And you not only give up}a, 
Epiſcopal Ordination, by ridiculing a Succeſ-Iha 
ſion ; but likewiſe by the ſame Argument ex- 
clude any Miniſters on Earth from havingla 


| Chriſt's Authority. For if there be not a Suc-[th 


ceſſion of Perſons authorized from Chriſt to C 
ſend others to act in his Name, then both Epi- Iv 
ſcopal and Presbyterian Teachers are equally e- 
Uſurpers, and as mere Lay. men as any at all. Ic 
For there can't be any other Difference be- 
tween the Clergy and Layity, but as the one b 
hath Authority deriv d from Chriſt, to perform ſ ir 
Offices, which the other hath not. But 1 5 
5 | Autho- 


6119 
thefa uthority can be no otherwiſe had, than by 
inyn Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Men from 
L otFChriſt, empower d to qualifie others. For if 
el. che Succeſſion be once broke, People muſt ei- 
ha- Ther go into the Miniſtry of their own Ac- 
toppord, or be ſent by ſuch as have no more Pow- 
ink&r to ſend ethers, than to go themſelves. And, 
ruegny Lord, can theſe be called Miniſters of 
palſChriſt, or receivd as his Ambaſſadors 7 Can 
ers. they be thought to act in his Name, who have 
er- no Authority from him? If fo, your Lordſhip's 
g Pervant might Ordain and Baptize to as much 
herſpurpoſe as your Lordſhip: For it could only 
canfbe objected to ſuch Actions, that they had no 
lat, Authority from Chriſt. And if there be no 
ed Succeſſion of Ordainers from him, every one 
theffis equally qualified to Ordain. My Lord, T 
hisſſhould think, it might be granted me, that the 
upfAdminiſtring of a Sacrament is an Action we 
eſ- have no right to perform, conſider'd either as 
ex- Men, Gentlemen, or Scholars, or Members of 
NSJa Civil Society: Who then can have any Au- 
uC-Ithority to interpoſe, but he that has it from 
to Chriſt > And how that can be had from him, 
pi- without a Succeſſion of Men from him, is not 
IlyFeafily conceivd. Should a private Perſon 
all. chooſe a Lord Chancellour, and declare his 
de- Authority good; would there be any thing 
ne but Abſurdity, Impudence and Preſumption 
m in it : But why he can't as well commiſſion a 
his | Perſon to act, ſign, and ſeal in the King's 

. 0% Name, 
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Name, as in the Name of Chriſt, is unaccoun- 


table. * By | 

My Lord, it is a plain and obvious Truth, 
that no Man, or Number of Men, conſider d 
as ſuch, can any more make a Prieſt, or com- 
miſſion a Perfon'to officiate in Chriſt's Name, 
as ſuch, than he can enlarge the Means of 
Grace, or add a new Sacrament for the Con- 
veyance of Spiritual Advantages. The Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt are as much poſitive Ordi- 
nances, as the Sacraments ; 1 we might as 
well think, that Sacraments not inſtituted by 
him, might be Means of = as thoſe paſs 
| - his Miniſters, who have no Authority from 

im. 5 | 

Once more, all things are either in common in 
the Church of Chriſt, or they are not: If they 
are, then every one mayPreach, Baptize, Ordain, 
Sc. If all things are not thus common; but the 
Adminiſtring of the Sacrament, and Ordina- 
tion, Ic. are Offices appropriated to particu- 


lar Perſons; then IT deſire to know, how in | 


this preſent Age, or any other ſince the A- 
oltles, Chriſtians can know / their reſpective 
uties, or what they may, or may not 
do, with reſpect to the ſeveral Acts of 
Church Communion, if there be no Unznter- 
rupted Succeſſion . of Authoriz'd Perſons from 
- Chriſt : For till Authority from Chriſt appears, 
to make a Difference between them, we are 
all alike, and any one may officiate as well as 
| ano- 


(13) 
another. To make a Jeſt of therefore the Unin: 


terrupted Succeſſion, | is to make a Jeſt of Ordi. 
nation; to deſtroy the Sacred Character, and 


make all Pretenders: to it, as good a as thoſe that £7 | 


are ſent by Chriſt. 

If there be no Uniuterrupted Succeſſon, thee 
there are no Authoriz'd Miniſters from Chriſt ; - 
if no ſuch Miniſters, then no Chriſtian Sacra. 
ments; if no Chriſtian Sacraments, then no 
Chriſtian Covenant, whereof the Sacraments 
are the Stated and Viſible Seals. 

My Lord, this is all your own: Here are 
no Conſequences palm'd upon you; but the 
firſt, plain, and I Senſe of your Lord- 
ſhip's Words. And yet, after all, your 
Lordſhip asks Dr Snape, Why all thoſe Ourcriet 
againſt you* 2 Indeed, my Lord, you have 
only taken the main Supports of our Religion 
away ; you have neither left us Prieſts, nor 
Sacraments, nor Church : Or, what is the ſame 
thing, you have made them all Trifles and 
| Dreams. And what has your Lordſhip given 
us in the room of all theſe Advantages? Why, 
only Sincerity ; this is the great univerſal A- 
tonement for all : This'is that, which, accor- 
ding to your Lordſhip, will help us to the 
Communion of Saints hereafter, tho we are 
= Communion with jy body, or no body, 

ere. 8 


* by — — 
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The next thing we are not to be afraid of, 
are, the Vain Words of Nullity and Validity of 
God's Ordinances, i. e. whether they are admt- 
niſtred by a Clergyman or a Lay-man. This 
indeed I have ſhewn, was included in what 
you ſaid about the Trifle of Uninterrupted 
Succeſſion. But, for fear we ſhould have over- 
look d it there, you have given it us in expreſs 
Words in the next Line. op 
Your Lordſhip tells Dr. Snape, that you know 
v0 Confuſion, Glorious, or Inglorious, that 
you have endeavuored to introduce into the 
Church f. „ pov? ; 
My Lord, if I may preſume to. repeat your 
_ own Words, Lay your Hand on your Heart, 
and ask your felt, whether the incouraging all 
manner of Diviſions, be not endeavouring ta 
introduce Confuſion ? If there were in Eng- 
land Five Thouſand different Sets, has not 
your Lordſhip perſuaded them to be content 
with themſelves ; not to-value what they are 
told by other Communions ; that if they are 
but ſincere, they need not have regard to any 
thing elſe 2 Is not this to introduce Confuſion? 
What is Confuſion, but Difference and Diviſi- 
on ? And does not your Lordſhip plainly de- 
clare to the World; that there is no need of 
uniring 2 That there is no particular Way or 
Method that can recommend us more to the 


j 


i 


— _ —G.#l 
8 ” 7 


| + Anſw: p. 47. 25 6 | 4 
1 


2 WW. 


reer 


eo 


82 4a=X 5 kn ke © 3&9 oi. .,-/ 


. K 0 aA 


fig) 


Favour of God, than another? Has your Lord- 


ſhip ſo much as given the leaſt Hint, that it's 
better to be in the Contmunion of the Church 
of England, than not? Have you not expoſed - 
her Sacraments, and Clergy; and as much as 


| lay in you, broke down every thing in her, 


that diſtinguiſhes her from Fanatical Convert- 
ticles 2 What is there in her as a Church, that 


you left untouchd: What have you leſt in 


her, that can any way invite others into her 
Communion? Are her Clergy Authoriz d more 
than others 2 For fear that ſhould be thought, 
you make a Regular Succeſſion from Chriſt 
a Trifle. Are her Sacraments more regularly 
adminiſtred 2 Leſt that ſhould recommend 
her, you flight the Nullity, or Validity of God's 
Ordinances. Is there any Authority in her 
Laws, which enjoyn Communion. with her: 
Leſt this ſhould be believ'd, you tell us that 
our being or continuing in any particular Me- 
thod (or particular Communion) cannot re- 
commend us more to the Favour of 'God than 
another. 921 091124 
I muſt obſerve to your Lordſhip, that theſe 
Opinions are very odly put in a-Preſervative 
from ill Principles; or an Appeal to the Conſci- 
ences and: Common Senſe of the Layity. Are 
they to be perſuaded not to joyn with the 
Nonjurors, becauſe no-particular Prieſts,no par- 
ticular Sacraments, or particular Communion 
is any thing but a Dream and Trifle ; and ſuch 
550 | things 


„„ 
things as no way recommend us to the Favour 
of God more than others? Are the Nonjurors 
only thus to be anſwerd ? Is the Eſtabliſn d 
Church thus to be defended? Your Lordſhip 
indeed has 1 the matter: But, I hope, 
the Church of Zxg/azd is to x | 
better Principles, or not at al.. 
- Tf I ſhould tell 4 Perſon, that put a Caſe of 
Conſcience to rhe, that all Caſes of Conſtience, 


are Trifles, and fignifie nothing; it wohld be. 


plain, that 1 bad given him a direct Anſwer ; 
But if he had either Conſcience, or common 
— he. would feek out à better Confeſ- 
' Your Lordſhip tells Dr. Snape, that he ſaith 
and unſaith, to the great Diverſion of the Romani 
Cathelicks *. But it your Lordſhip would un- 
ſay ſome things you have ſaid, it would be a 
greater Mortification to them, thari all that 
ever you ſaid, or writ in your Life, To deny 
the Neceſſity of any particular Communion, to 
expoſe the Validity of Sacraments, and rally up- 
on the Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Prieſts, and 
pull down every Pillar inthe Church of Chriſt, 
is an Errand on which Rome hath ſent many 
Meſlengers. And the Papiſts are no more 
. provoked with your Lordſhip for theſe Dif- 
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long 2 they. rejoyce in our Diviſions, or are 
glad to ſee the City of God made a mere Babel, 
they. can no more be angry at your Lordſhip, 
than at your Advocates. . 

Dr. Snape ſays, you repeſent the Church of : 
Chriſt as a. Kingdom, in which Chriſt neither 


acts himſelf, nor hath. inveſted any one elſe 


with Authority to act for him. Ar this your 
Lordſhip cries, p. 22. Lay your Hand upon your 
Heart, and ast, 1s this a Chriſtian, Human, 
Hunel Repreſentation of what your own Eyes read 
in my Sermon. 

My Lord, 1 have dealt as ſincerely with 
my Heart as it is poſſible ; and I muſt con- 
feſs, 1 take the Doctor's Repreſentation to 


be Chriſtian and Honeſt. For tho you ſome- 


times contend againſt Abſolute and Indiſpen- 
ſable Authority; yet it is plain, that you ſtrike 
at all Authority; and aſſert, as the Doctor 
ſaith, that Chriſt hath not inveſted any one on 
Earth with an Authority to fo for him. | 

Page 11. You expreſs| g ſay, That as to the 
Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Salvation, 
Chriſt hath left no Vifible, Human Authority be- 
hind him, 

Now, my Lord, is not this ſaying, that he 
has left no Authority at all? For Chriſt came 
with no other Authority Himſelf: But as to 


Conſcience and Salvation, he erected a King - 


dom, which related to nothing but Conſci- 
ence and Salvation; and therefore they who 
have no Authority as to Conſcience and Salva- 

D tion, 
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tion, have nd Authority at all in his Kingdom! 
Conſcience and Salvation are the only Affairs 


of that Kingdom. : bc 
Your Lordſhip denies, thatany one has Au- 


thority in theſe Affairs; and yet you take it ill 


to be charged with aſſerting, that Chriſt hath 
not inveſted any one with Authority for him. 


How can any one act for him, but in his 
Kingdom: How can they Act in his King- 
dom, if they have nothing to do with Con- 


ſcience and Salvation, when his Kingdom is 
concern'd with nothing elle ? or 5 
Again, p. 16. your Lordſhip ſaith, that no 


one of them (Chriſtians) any more than another, 


hath Authority either to make new Laws for 
Chriſt's Subjetts, or to impoſe à Senſe upon the 
old ones; or to Fudge, Cenſure or Puniſh the 
Servants of another Maſter, in Matters purely 
relating to Conſcience, Þ . © 


I can meet with no Divine, my Lord. either 
Furor or Non-juror, High or Low, Church-man, 


or Diſſenter, that does not think your Lordſhip 


has plainly aſſerted in theſe Paſſages, what the 
Doctor has laid to your Charge, that no one is 
inveſted with Authority from Chriſt to act for him. 

'Your Lordſhip thinks, this is ſufficiently 
anſwered, by ſaying you contend againſt an 
Abſolute Authority. You do indeed ſometimes 


joyn Abſolute with that Authority you diſ- 


claim. But, my Lord, it is ſtill true, that you 
have taken all Authority from the Church : 
For the Reaſons you every where give againſt 

| : this 
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this Authority, conclude as ſtrongly againſt 
any Degrees of Authority,as that 1 is tru- 
-ly Abſolute. 1 
1/t, You diſown the Authority of any Chn- _ 


ſtians over other Chriſtians; becauſe they are 
the Servants of another Maſter( p.16.).Now this 
concludes as ſtrongly againſt ayy Authority, as 
that which is Abſolute : For no one can have 
the leaſt Authority over thoſe that are entirely 
under another's Juriſdiction. A ſmall Autho- 
rity over another's Servant, is as inconſiſtent as 
the greateſt. : 
 2dly, You rejed this Authority, becauſe of 

the Objects it is Exerciſed upon, i. e. Matters 
purely relating to Conſcience and Salvation. 
Here this Authority is rejected, becauſe it re- 
lates to Conſcience and Salvation; which does 
as well exclude every Degree of Authority, as 
that which is Abſolute. For if Authority and 
Conſcience cannot ſuit together, Conſcience 


rejects Authority, as ſuch; and not becauſe 


there is this or that Degree of it. Sothat this 


Argument baniſhes all Authority. 


-3dly, YourLord(hip denies anyChurch-Autho- 
rity ;- becauſe Chriſt doth not interpoſe to con- 
vey. Inſallibility, or aſſert the true Interpretati- 
on of his own Laws t. Now this Reaſon con- 
cludes as full againſt 4% Authority, as that 
which is - Abſolute. For if Infallibility is 
neceſſary to found an Obedience upon in 


a_ 
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| Chriſt's Kingdom, it's plain, that no body in 
Chriſt's Kingdom hath any Right to any i 


dience from others, nor conſequently , any 


Authority to command it, no Members: or 
'. - *4thly, Another Reaſon your Lordſhip gives 


_ againſt Church-Authority, is this; That it is 


the taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of bis Hands, 


Al and placing it in their own, (p. 14.) Now this 


Reaſon proves as much againſt Authority in 


1 general, or any Degrees of it, as that which is 
Abſolute. For if the Authority of others is 


inconſiſtent with Chriſt's being King of his 


own Kingdom, then every Degree of Authority, 

ſo far as it extends, is an Invaſion of ſo much 

of Chriſt's Authority, and uſurping upon his 
Right. 5 N 


The Reaſon likewiſe which your Lordſhip 
gives to prove the Apoſtles not Uſurpers of 
Chriſt's Authority, plainly condemas every 
Degree of Authority which any Church can 
now pretend to. They were no Uſurpers; be- 


cauſe he then interpoſed ta convey Infallibility ; 


and was in all that. they ordained: So. that the 
Authority was his in the ſtricteſt Senſe *. So 
that where he does not-interpoſe to convey In- 
fallibility, there every Degree of Authority. 
is a Degree of Uſurpation ; and conſequently, 
the preſent Church having no Infallibility, has 

no Right to exerciſe the leaſt Degree of Autho- 
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rity, without robbing Chriſt of his Prerogative. 
Thus it plainly appears, that every Reaſon 
ou have offer d againſt Church-Authority, 
concludes with as much Strength againſt af 
Authority, as that Which is 2dſolure. And 
therefore Dr. Snape has done you no Injury in 
charging you with tlie Denial of 4 Autho. 
There happens, my Lord, to be only this 
Difference between your Sermon and the De- 


I fence of it, that that is ſo many Pages againſt 


Church Authority, as ſuch ; and this a Con- 
futation of the Pope's Infallibility. It is very 


Iſtrange, that ſo Clear a Writer, who has been 


ſo long enquiring into the Nature of Goyern- 
ment, ſhould not be able to make himſelf be 
underſtood upon it : That your Lordſhip ſhould 
be only - preaching againſt the Pope; and yet 
All the Lower Houſe of Convocation thould unas 
nimouſly conceive, that your Doctrine therein 


deliver d, tended to ſubvert all Government and 


Diſcipline in the Church of Chriſt. NI 
And, my Lord, it will appear from what 
follows, that your Lordſhip is even of the 
ſame Opinion your felf; and that you imagin'd 
you had banilh'd 2% Authority, as ſuch, out of 
2 bee, by thoſe Arguments you had of- 
— the following Paſſage, where you. 
ridicule that which Dr. Snape took to be an 
Authority, tho' not Abſolute. When Dr. 5 
faid, that no Church Authority was ul 7 
We | Ne 


inſt an Abſolute Authority. This is 


6229 
obey'd in any thing contrary. to the Reveal'd E 
Will of God ; your Lordſhip ttiumphs thus N 
Glorious Abſolute Authority indeed, in your omiſſan 
Account, to which Chriſt's Subjefts owe no Obedhn 
dience, till they have examin'd. into his owilth 
Declarations ; and then they obey wot this Autho 
rity, but him *. 
Here you make nothing of that Authorit ev 
which is not Abſolute ; and yet you think it 
hard to be told, that you have taken away a/l yy 
Church Authority. That which is AbſoluteJ+} 
you expreſsly deny: And here you ſay, thatf y 
which is not Abſolute, is nothing at all. Wherelſ te 
| then is the Authority you have left > Or howſR 
is it, that Chriſt has 1 umpower' 'd any one to act 
in his Name? 
Vour Lordſhip fights ſafe under the Prote- 
Qion of the Word Abſolute ; but your Aim is 
at all Church-Power. And your Lordſhip 
makes too haſty an Inference, that becauſe it 
is not Abſolute, it is none at all. If you ask, 
where you have made this Inference; ; it is on 
occaſion of the above mention d Triumph; 
where your Lordſhip makes it an inſignificant 
Authority, which is only to be obey d ſo my 
as it 15 not contrary to Scripture. 
Your Lordſhip ſeems to think, all is loſt as 
to Church Power; becauſe the Dr. does not 
claim an Aaſclune 8: one ; but owe it to be ſub: 
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ect td Scripture ; as if all Autlicrity was AE: 
ald ſolute, or elſe nothing at all. I ſhall therefore 
aus onſider the Nature of this Church Power; 
omiſand ſhew, that tho it is not Abſolute, yet it is 
Dbedln Real Authority, and is not ſuch a mere No- 
owfthing as your Lordſhip makes it. 
tho An Abſolute Authority, according to your 
 JLordſhip, is, what is to be always obey'd by 
rityſ every Individual that is ſubject to it, in all 
k it Circumſtances. This is an Authority that we 
Al utterly deny to the Church. But, I preſume, 
uten there may be an Authority inferiour to this, 
hatf which is nevertheleſs a Real Authority, and is 
Ito be eſteemed as ſuch; and that for 2 
Reaſons: 

_ Firſt, I hope, i it will be allow'd me, that our 
Saviour came into the World with Authority. 
But it was not lawful for the Fews to receive 
him, if they thought his Appearance not a- 
PI greeable to thoſe Marks and Characters they 

had of him in their Scriptures. May I not 
here ſay, my Lord, Glorious Authority of Chriſt 
indeed, to which the Jews ow'd no Obedience, till 
if they had examin'd their Scriptures ; and then 
they obey, not Him, but Them ! 
Again, The Apoſtles were ſent into the | 
World with Authority: But yet; thoſe who 
as thought their Doctrines unworthy of God; and 
lot unſuitable to the Principles of Natural Religi- 
ib on, were oblig d not to obey them. Glorious 
= | Authority indeed, the Apoſtles, to whom Man- 


kind 


Ad then they ohejed, not the Apeſtles a bu 5 


(2). 


hind ow'd no Obedience, till they bad Firſt, exa 
mind their own Notions of God and Religion 


Them ! | 
T hope, my Lord, it may be allow d, thi 
the Sacraments are real Means of Grace: Bu 
it is certain, they are only conditzonally ſo, i 
thoſe that partake of them, are endow'd with 
ſuitable Diſpoſitions of Piety and Vertue. 
Glorious Means of Grace of ” be Sacraments, 
which is only obtained by ſuch Pious Diſpoſitions; 
and then it is owing to the Diſpoſitions, and not 
the Sacraments. Now, my Lord, if there can 
be ſach a thing as inſtituted. real Means of 
Grace, which are only conditionally apply 'd, 1 
cant ſee, why there may not be an inſtitured 
real Authority in the Church, which is only 

to be conditionally obey'd. 

Your Lordſhip has written a great many E- 
laborate Pages to prove the Erg/iſh Govern- 
ment Limited ; and that no Obedience is due 
to it, but whilſt it preſerves our Fundamentals ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, the People are to judge for 
themſelves, whether theſe are ſafe, or not. 
Glorious Aut bority o the Engliſh Government, 
which is to be obey d no longer, than the People 
think it their Intereſt to oley : bY 

Will your Lordſhip ſay, there is no Author: 
ty in — Engliſh Government, becauſe only a 
Conditional Obedience is due to it, whilſt we. 
think it ſupports our Fundamentals: 2 7 

en 


" ROT. 

hen muſt the Church. Authority be reckowd no- 
hing at all, becauſe only a Rational Conditio- 
wal Obedience i is to be paid, whilſt we think 

t not contrary to Seripture-: 21 Is a Limited, 
Conditional Government in the State, ſuch a 
is, Excellent, and Glorious Conſtitution? 
And is the fame Authority in Church, ſuch 
WAbſurdity, Nonſenſe, and Nothing at all — 
to any Actual Power? | 

If there. be ſuch a thing as Obedience en 
Rational Motives, there muſt be ſuch a thing 
as Authority that is not Abſdlute, or that does 
not require a Blind, Implitit Obedience. Indeed, 
Rational Creatures can obey no other Autho- 
rity; they muſt have Reaſons for what they 
do. And yet becauſe the Church claims only 

this Rational Obedience, your Lordſhip e- 
plodes ſuch Authority as none at all. M8 

Vet it muſt be granted, that vo other Obe- 
dienee was due to the Prophets, or our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles : They were only to be obey'd 
by thoſe:who thought their Doctrines wort hy 
or God. So that if the Church has 2 Au- 
thority, becauſe we muſt firſt conſult the Seri- 
ptures, before we obey it; neither our Savi- 
our, nor his Apoſtles, nad any Authority, be- 
cauſe the Few were firſt to conſult their Scri- 
ptures, and the: Heathen their-Reaſon, befote 
they obey'd them. And yet this is all that is 
"ſaid aaa Church- Authority; that becauſe 

W judge of the Laufulneſs of its In- 
** F. junctions 


5 


1 - 8 
" " Ty — i ä R Lk. at ilk =_T . \ y y 
"+ > hgh 1 C-i4 l Tg. q "Fai a 4. * T * 1 1 y 7 * 4 r 2 9 = * 
5 q © ” L = N A, * <a 20 8 N Py ; 15 
5 2 1 * * ro 1 * » 
- SG * %* * N 1 v : Ss AS; 
7 : 1 L 4 - 
: £5 » ; 
17 , . 
N 7 — - 
. * 
1 « 
| | 2 
— - L * 
0 — : 
* - 
. 


junctions, therefore they owe it #o Obedience: 
Which falſe Concluſion, I hope, is enough ex- 
5 fed. F e 
eit we think it unlawful to do any thing that 
the Church requires of us, we muſt not obey 
its Authority. So, if we think it unlawful to ſub- 
mit to any Temporal Government, we are not to 
comply. But, 1 hope, it will not follow, that the 
Government has no Authority, becauſe ſome 
think it unlawful to comply with it. If we are 


ſo unhappy aa to judge wrong in any matter of 


Duty, we muſt nevertheleſs act according to 
our Judgments z- and the Guilt of Diſobedience 
either in Church or State, is more or les, ac- 
cording as our Errour is more or leſs volunta» 


ry, and occaſion d by our own Miſmanage- 
I believe, I have ſhewn, Firſt, that all your 
Lordſhip's Arguments againſt Church-Autho- 
rity conclude with the ſame Force againſt - a/ 
Degrees of. Authority. Secondly, That tho' 
Church- Authority be not Abſolute in a certain 
Senſe; yet if our Saviour and his Apoſtles had 
any Authority, the Church may have a Real 
Authority: For neither He, nor his Apoſtles 
had ſuch an Abſolute Authority, as excludes 
all Corſiderat ion: and Examination: Which is 
your Notion of Alſolute Authority. 
Before I leave this Head, I muſt obſerve, 
that in this very Anſwer to Dr. Syape, where 
you would. be thought to have &poſed this 


* 
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' Abſolute 


1 


Abſolute Authority alone; you exclude all Au- 
thority along with it. You ask the Dr. Js 
this the whole you can make of it, aftet all your, 
boaſted: Zeal for, Mere Authority a, You then 
ſay, Why may not ¶ be alloud to. ſay;no Man un 
Earth has an Abſolute Authority, at e 
you My Lord, there can be no underſtanding 
of this, unleſs Mere Authority and Abſolute: 
Authority be taken for the fame thing by your. 
Loan: >: » bub Srailind bp 
But, my Lord, is not the ſmalleſt Particla ot 
Matter, Mere Matter? And is it therefore the 
ſame as the Whole Maſs of Matter? Is an Inch 
of Space, becauſe it is Mere Space, tlie ſame as 
Infinite Space? How comes it then, that Mere 
Authority is the ſame as Abſolute Authority 2. 
My Lord, Mere Authority implies only Autho- 
rity, as a Mere Man implies o)). Man: But 
your Lordſhip makes no difference between 
this, and Abſolute Authority; and therefore 
hath left 20 Authority in the Church, unleſs 
there can be Authority, that is not Mere Auibo- 
rity, i. e. Matter, that is not Mere Matter; or 
Space, that is not Mere Space. _ | ,, 1. 
When the Church enjoyns Matters of Indif- 
ference, is ſhe obey'd for any Reafon, but for 
her Mere Authority? But your Lordſhip allows 
no Obedience to Mere Authority; and there- 
fore no Obedience, even in Indifierent Matters. 
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Thus do thefe Arguments of yours lay all 
waſte in the Church: And 1 muſt nor omir 
one, my Lord, Which falls as heavy upon the 
State, and makes all Cui Government unlaw- 
ful. Vour Words are theſe: As the Church of 
Chriſt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, He himſelf 15 
Ji; "and is this it is implyd, that He is the 
fole® Law- giver to his Subjects, aud Himſelf 
the ſole Judge of their: Behaviour in the Affairs 
of Conſcience and Salvation. If there be any 
auth or Force in this Argument, it concludes 
with the fate Truth and Forer againſt all Autho- 
rity in the Lingubmis of this World. In Scripture 
we are told, æbe Maſt High ruleth in the Hing- 
aum of Men, (Dan. 4. 17.) that the Lord it our 
Law-grver, the Lord is our King, (Iſa. 33. 22.0 
Now, if becauſe Chriſt is Ting of the Church, 
it muſt be in this impꝭ d, that He is ſole Law- 
giver to his Suhhects; it is plain to a Demon- 
tration, tllat becauſe God is #ing and Law. 
Suk to the whole Earth, that therefore He 
is ſole Lan. giver to his Subjefts; and conſe- 
quently, that . Civil Authority, all Human 
Laws, are mere Iwvaſions and Ufurpations u 
God's Authority, as King of the whole Earth. 
Is no body to have any Juriſdiction inf] 
Chriſt's Kingdom, becauſe He is King of it: 
How then comes any one to have any Author ity 
ia the Kingdoms of this World, when God has 
deelar d himſelf the Lan- giver, and Xing of the 
whole World: Will your Lordſhip ſay, that 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath left us the Scriptures, as the Ste 
tate Laws of his Kingdom, to prevent the Ne- 
ceſſity of After Laws 2 It may be 
That God has giyen us Reaſam for our Conſtant 
Guide; Which, if it were as duly attended £6; 
would as certainly: anſwer the Ends of Civil 
Life, as the Obſervance of the Sc e would 
make us Goo Chriſtians. 

But, my Lord, as Human Nature, iP leſt © 
it ſelf, S neither anſwer the *Exds of a 
Spiritual or Civil Society; ſo a an te Fiſibla 
Government in both; is egualy neceſſary : And 
I believe, it appears to all unprejudic'd Eyes, 
that in this Argument ar leaſt, your en 


VLour Lordſhip faith, The Exclufion of tho 
Papiſts from- the Throne, was not upon the Ac. 
count. of their Religion. Three Lines alter, you 
ſay," I have coutended indeed, elſewhere, that is 
was #heir- unhappy, Religion 'which - alone made 
them uncapable in themſelves, o ' Governing this 
Proteftant Nation, by the Laws of the Land. 


bas 'dedlar'd both Belau. 


My Lord, I cant reconcile "theſe two Paſſa- 


ges. Popery alone, you ſay, was their Incapas - 
city.” 'Fromwhich'it may be inferr d, they had 


| no other. Tycapacity: ' Yer your - Lordſhip faich, 


the Aceount of 
ligion.” A little aſter, you ſay, Te 
of their E #eluſion wa was 171 FW ran 
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eonfider'd, as ſuch; But the Fatal, Natural, 
Certain Effect of it upon themſelves to our De- 
As for Inſtance ; your Lordſhip may mean 
thus: If a Man of a great Eſtate dies, he loſes 
his Right to his Eſtate; not upon the Account 
of Death, conſider d, as ſuch; but for the Cer. 
tain, Fatal, Natural Effect of it upon himſelf. 
Or, ſuppoſe a Perſon 1s excluded for being an 
Idiot; it is not for his Idiocy, conſiderd as 
ſach ; but for the Certain, Fatal, Natural Ef. 


felt of it upon himſelf to our Deſtruction. 


My Lord , this is prodigious deep : I 


wiſh it be clear; or that it be not too 
reſin d a Notion for common Uſe on this 


Subject. Likewiſe I do not conceive, my 


Lord, what you can call the Fatal, Natural, 


Certain Effetts of any one's Religion. I am 


ſure, amongſt Proteſtants, there are Natural, 
Certain Effects of their Religion upon them; 
that their Practices don't Faza/y follow their 
Principles: Neither is there any demonſtrative 


Certainty that a Biſhop can t be againſt Eyiſco- 


a the Papiſts are ſo wnalterably fincere in their 
Religion, that we can prove their certazy Ob- 
ſervation of it, it's pity but they had our 
Principles, and we had their Practice. I have 
not that good Opinion of the Papiſts, which 
your Lordſhip. hath : I believe, ſeveral of them 
ſit as looſe to their Religion as other Folks. 

Lina Does 
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Does your Lordſhip'th think, .M all Papiſts are 
alike 2 That Natural Temper, Ambition and 


wy rh don't make as much Difference a. 


ongſt them, as the ſame thingt do amongſt 
= 2 Are all Proteſtants looſe: and libertine a- 
like ꝛ why ſhould all Papiſts be the ſame Zea- 
lots 2 If not, my Lord, 1 — theſe Effects you 
call Fatal, Natural, and Sn "map be not 
to be depended upon. "ng 
Your Lordſhip knows, that: i it was. ee 
believ'd, that K. * Charles the Second was a Pa- 
piſt : But I never heard of any Fatal, Natural, 
and Certain Effects of his Religion upon him. 
All that one — of it, is, that he ird like 
a Proteſtant, and dy d like a Papiſt. I en 
your Lordſhip will allow, that ſeveral who 


were lately Papiſts, are now true Proteſtants: 


I deſire therefore to know, what is become of 


the Fatal, Natural, and Certain A of - their 


Religion? 

My Lord, I beg of you to lay your Ha 
again upon your Heart, and ask, whether this 
be ſtrict Reaſoning: Whether it is poſſible in 
the very Nature of the thing, that ſuch Fatal, 
Natural and Certain Effects ould follow fuch 
a Giddy, Whimfical,, Uncertain. Thing, as Human 
and Free Choice My. Lord, is it neither poſh- 
ble for Papiſts to change or conceal their Re- 
ligion tor Intereſt, or leave. it through a Con- 
ſcientious Conviction? If the former is impoſ- 
ſible, then, according to your Lordſhip, it n 

the 


| 12 Eur Af 


a 4 a 2 8 = 0 A "IE" 1 
un * 0 * N 5 4 a 
Ee YT, FI * lah, 2 4 * - - 
1 15 


—— << — 


725 


the ſaſeſt Religion in the World; becauſe they 
are all ſure of being ffuctre, and conſequeatly 
che firſt — of God. If the latter is 
impoſſible, then a great many Fine Sermons 
an Diſcourſes have been written to as wiſe 


— as if they had been directed to the 


Wind. 

1 come: ao to your Lordlhip ps Definition of 
Prayer, a Calm and Undifturh 2 Addreſs to God. 
Tt ſeems very ſtrange; that ſo great a Maſter | 
of Words, as your Lordſhip, ſhould pick out 
Two ſo very exceptionable, that all your Lord- 
thip's Skill could not defend them, but by 


leaving their firſt and obvious Senſe. Who 


would not take Calm and Judiſturb d to be very 
like Qiet and Unmov'd? Vet your Lordſhip 
diſlikes thoſe Expreſſions. - But if theſe don't 
give us a true Idea of Prayer, you have made 
2 very narrow Eſcape, and have given us a 
Definition of Prayer, as near to a "_ one as 
poſſible. - 

Prayer - chiefly confiſterh of Confeſſion * 
Petition. Now to be calm, and free from 


Worldly Paſſions, is a neceſſary Temper to the 


right Diſcharge of ſuch Duties: But why our 


Confeſſion muſt be ſo Calm, and free from all 


Perturbation of Spirit; why our Petitions may 


not have all that Fervour and Warmth: with 


Which either Nature or Graces can 1 ſupply, is 


World, 


CORDS... 5 A 
My Lord, we are advis d to be Dead 10 dhe 
orld ; and J humbly ſuppoſe, no more is 
plied in it, than to by our Afſections from 
eing too. mutt engaged in it; and that a 
alm Undiftarb'd, i. e. Diſpaſſonate Uſe of the 
Forld is vety confiſteit with our being dead 
d it. If fo, then this Calm Undifturbed Ad. 
"res to Heaven, is à kind of Prayer that is very 
pnfiſtent with our being Dead to Heaven. 
We are forbid to love the World; and yet 
o greater Alſtraction from it is tequir d, than 
Jo uſe it Caim and Undifturbd. We are com- 


nanded to ſer our Affeclions on Things above: 


nd yet, according to your Lordfhip, the ſame 
am, Indiſturb d Temper. is enough. Accord 
ag to this therefore, we are to be affected, or 
ather Unaffefted alike, with this, and the next 
World; ſince we are to be Calm and Undiſtur- 
bed with reſpect to both. t. 
The Reaſon your Lordſhip offers for this 
Definition of Prayer, is this; becauſe” you 
look upon Calmneſs and Undiſturbednefs to be the 
Ornament and Defence of Human Undetſtan- 
ing in all its Actions. My Lord, this plainly 
fuppoſes, there is no ſuch thing as the Right 
Uſe of our Paſſions : Fot if we could ever uſe 
them to any Advantage, then it could not be 
the Ornament of our Nature, to be diſpaſſonate 
alike in all its Actions. It is as much the 
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Ornament and De ence of Our Nature, 10 be dif. 8 
ferently Aﬀeted with Things, according ta 
their reſpective Differences, as tis to underſtand 
or conceive different Things according to the 
real Difference. It would be no Ornament off” 
Credit to us to conceive no Diſſerenee betwixif 
a Mountain and à Mole- Hill: And our Ratic 
nal Nature is as much diſgrac'd when we are 
no more affected with great Things than within 
ſmall. It is the Eſſential Ornament of our Na- 
ture, to be as fenſibly affected in a diflerent 
Manner with the different Degrees of Good - 
| neſs of Things, as tis to peteeive exactly thef) 
different Natures or Relations of Things. Paſ 
fron is no more a Crime, as ſuch, than the Un. 
derſtanding is, as ſueb: Tis nothing but mii 
ſtaking the Value of Objects, that males itÞ-r 
criminal. An finite Good cannot be too paſs 
ficnately deſir d; nor a Real Evil too vehomontlÞ'* 
ly abhorr d. Mere Philoſophy, my Lord, would N 
teach us, that the Dignaty of Hamas Nature, 
is beſt, declar d by a Pangent Uncafineſs' for thee 
Miſerx of Sin, and a Faſſanate warm Anplici- | 
tion to Heaven for Aſſiſtance. Let us-newhſþo 
conſult the Scripture. St. Paul deſeribes ale 
Godly. Sorrow, ſomething diſſerent from your|® 
L ordihip's Calm and Urdeſkarbed Temper, in theſe 6 
Wards :: When je. ſorrowell aften a Gadiy fort; what In 
Careſulneſs it wrought in you! Tea, what Indig - Ill 
Nation, yea, what Fear, yea, what Zeal, yea, what | 
Revenge! (2 Cor. 7. 11.) My Lord, I ſuppoſe, 
8 . 
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beſe are not ſo many other Words for Calm and 
ndiſtur hd. Yet as different as they are; the A- 
Af. Poſtie makes them the Qualit ies of a Gedly Sorrow. 
toad all this at the Expence of that Calmneſs which 
nd your Lordſhip terms the Ornament of Human Na- 
cirfure: Dr. Snape pleads for the Fervency and Ar- 
er of our Devotions, from our Saviour's praying 


A 


* 


ine earneſtiy before his Paſſon. 
ty | Your Lordſhip replies, that #his can give no Di- 
"Fcction as to our daily Prayers; becauſe it was 
argQhat our Saviour himſelf knew nothing of, but 
[1529s once. The Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
Na- res knew nothing of this way of Reaſoning. 
ent or as an Argument for Daily Patience, he bids us 
ook unto Feſus, who endur'd the Croſs, becauſe he 
the) 4 for us, leaving us an Example. 
p Our Saviour, my Lord, ſuffer d and _ but 
Aber: Vet is it made a Reafon for our daily Pati- 
Un ce, and propos d as an Example for us to imitate. 
mii If therefore, my Lord, his Paſſion, ſo extraords- 
3 Kory in it ſelf, and as much above the Power of 
paſFluman Nature to beat, as the Intenſeneſs of his 
Aug Devotions exceeded our Capacities for Prayer, be 
uldlet propoſed as an Example to us in the ordinary 
alamities of Life; how comes it, that his De- 
re om at that time ſhould have no manner of Uſe 
theſe Dlreckion in it as to our Devotions, eſpecially. 
ich} our Dre? How comes it, that his Suffering 
owfhould have ſo much of Example in it, fo much to 
ale imitared ; but the Manner of his Devot ion then 
ave nothing of Inſtruction, nothing that need be 
itated by us? All the Reaſon that is offer d, is 
e Singularity and Extraordinarineſs of it, when the 
me may be ſaid of his Paſſion; yet that is 
low'd to be an Example. 1 
6 2 233 
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Your Lordſhip is pleaſed, for the Information of 
your Unwary Readers, to reaſon thus upon thr 
Place: I ibis be the Example of our Saviour, to al. 
ſure us of his Will about the Temper neceſlary to Pray 
er; it will follow, that our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf nev 
truly prayed before ibis time: And yet again, if be pray 
. ed more earneſtly, it will follow, that he had prayed be 
fore; and conſequently, that this Temper in - which 

n0w was, was not necellary to Prayer. 1 
Muy Lord, one would think this Elaborate Proo 
was againſt ſomething aſſerted. Here you hav: 
indeed a thorough Conqueſt ; but it is over 
body. For did any one ever aflert, that ſuch. Ex 
traordinary Earneſineſs was neceſſary to Prayer 
Does Dr. Snape, or any Divines allow of no Pra 
ers, except we ſweat. Drops. of Blood ? Will yo 
Lordſhip ſay, that the Neceſſity of this Temper i 
imply'd in the Quotation of this Text, as a Di 
rection for Prayer? I anſwer, juſt as much, 
we are all obJiged to die upon the Croſs, becauſe 
Sufferings there are propoſed te us as an Example. 

The plain Truth of the Matter, my Lord, 
take to be this: Our Saviour s Sufferings on tl 

Croſs were ſuch as no Mortal can undergo ; yt 
they are juſtly propos d as an Example to us to be: 
with Patience ſuch Sufferings as are within th 
Compaſs of Human Nature. His Earneft Deve 
tion before this Paſſion, far exceeded any Fervc \ 

which the Devouteſt of Mankind can attain tc 

Yer is it juſtly propos d to us as an Example, 

excite us to be as Fervent as we can ; and may! 

juſtly alleg'd in our Defence, when our warm at 

paſſionate Addreſſes to God in our Calamities, : 

condemned as Superſtitious Folly, My Lord, m 
nothing be an Example, but what we can - 
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2817 come up to? How chen can the Life of our 


Saviour, which was entirely free from Sin, be an 


Example to us? How could it be ſaid in Scri 
ture; Be ye holy, for I am holy ? Can any one 


Holy as God is? 


My Lord, one might properly urge the Practice 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, who parted with al they. 
had for the Support of their Indigent Brethren, as an 
Argument for Charity, without deſigning to oblige 
Peaple to part with all they have: And hethat ſhould 
in anſwer to ſuch an A4rgament, tell the World, that 
Charity is only a calm undiſturb d Good Will to al Man- 
kind, would juſt as much ſet forth the true Doctrine of 
Charity, as He that defines Prayer:to be a Calm and 
Undifturbed Addreſs to Heaven, for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe no certain Degrees of Fervour or Affection 
are neceſſarily requir'd to conſtitute Devotion. 
My Lord, has Charity nothing to do with the Di- 
ſtribution of Alms, becauſe no certain Allowance is 
fix d? Why then muſt Prayer have nothing to do 


with Heat and Fervency, becauſe no fix'd Degrees 


of it are neceſſary? a 
Therefore, my Lord, as I would define Charity, 
to be a Pious Diſtribution of ſo much of our 
Goods to the Poor, as is ſuitable to our Circum- 
ſtance; ſo I would define Prayer, an Addreſs to 
Heaven, enlivened with ſuch Degrees f Fervour and 
Intenſeneſs, as our Natural Temper, influexc'd with 
a true Senſe of God, could beget in uu. 
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If therefore; any one Fa happen to be ſo. 
Aud at his Sins, as to offer a Brobin and Con- 
zrire: Heart to God, inftead of one calm and undi- 
farb; or, like Holy David, his Soul ſnonld be 
2-thirſt for God, or pant after him, às the Hart. 
panteth after the Water- Brooks „ this wouls not be 
Prayer, but Saperſtitious Folly. © 

My Lord, Calmmeſs of Temper, as it fignifies 2 


Power over our Paſſons, is 2 Happy Circumſtance of 


2 Ratienal Nature, but no farther: When the Ob- 
ject is well choſen, there is no Danger in the Purſuit. 
-The Calmneſs your Lordſhip hath deſcrib'd, is 
fic for 2 Philoſopher, in his Study, who is ſolving 
Mathematical Problems, But if he ſhould come 
abroad into the World, thus entirely empty of all 
Paſſion, he would live to as much Purpoſe as if 
he had leſt his Underſtanding behind him. 
What a fine Subject, my Lord, would ſuch a ons 
make, who, when he — of Plus, Invafions, and 
Rebellions, would continue as calm and undifturb'd as 
when be was comparing Lines and Figures: Such a calm 
Subject, would ſcarce be taken for any Great Lopalift: 
Four Lordſhip in other Places, hath recommen- 
ded an open and undiſguird Zeal, and told us ſuch 
things As ought to alarm the Coldeft Heart Þ. 
my Lord, this is ſomething more than Cali and 
2 And will your Lordſhip, who hath _ 
expreſſed ſo much Concern for this Ornament 4 
Defence of Human Underſtanding, perſuade us to part 
with the eaſt Degree of it upon any account? I 
am, my Lord, (with all the Reſpect that is due to 
your Lordſhip! s Station and Character) K r 


wor mig Humble and Obedient Sven 


William Lan 
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